THE BASIC ESSAY

*  Your work should begin with a proper heading.  (Full name, date, class and period)

*  The essay should have a title. Examples: “The Use of Symbolism in To Kill a Mockingbird”





                      “The Fall of China’s Manchu Dynasty”

The Introduction (Paragraph 1)

The introduction to an essay serves two purposes.  First, it captures the reader’s attention with an opening statement.  It also tells the reader what the rest of the essay will be about in a thesis statement.  

In an essay about a literary work, the introduction should always identify the type of literary work being discussed (i.e. short story, poem, novel, drama) and include the full title and author’s name.

In an introduction, avoid dull, uninteresting statements such as these:

1. This paper is about Halloween, which is in October.

2. Surfing is a form of recreation.

Instead, write sentences that will arouse your reader’s interest:

1. Once a year I turn into a werewolf.

2. Every surfer knows the meaning of “hanging ten.” Do you?

The Body of the Essay (Paragraphs 2, 3, 4)

The body develops and explains the introductory paragraph.  Four points about the body of the essay are especially important:

1. The body is always divided into paragraphs.

2. Each paragraph usually begins with a topic sentence, which is followed by at least four additional sentences.

3. Transitional words and phrases should be used between paragraphs.

4. Quotations from the literary work should be included.

The Conclusion (Paragraph 5)

The conclusion of an essay should indicate to the reader that the essay is finished.  The conclusion should restate the main idea or thesis of the essay.  It can also summarize or comment upon the information presented in the body.  Always try to make your conclusion as interesting as your introduction.  You may even try to relate your conclusion to the title of the essay or literary work.

