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Course Overview

This course is designed for students who have identified deficiencies in reading.  These weaknesses are indicated by low or failing middle school course grades, low scores on the New York State 8th Grade ELA Exam and other standardized tests, low scores on tests administered by the Committee on Special Education (CSE), and teacher recommendation.  The purpose of the program is to provide individualized reading instruction as a way of improving decoding skills and reading comprehension.

Pre-tests will be administered to determine each student’s level of ability.  Students will then begin reading instruction with:

· Wilson Reading System and/or the SRA Reading Laboratory

· Critical Reading Series workbooks

· Read Naturally computer Program 

Students will also be given the opportunity to:

· participate in word games (Wordigo, Scrabble, Boggle)

· read for pleasure (Reader’s Digest, Bits and Pieces, Teen Newsweek)

· listen to a book on tape or a story read orally by the instructor.

Students will maintain a reading binder, notebook, and folder.  These items will remain in the classroom.

Homework will not be given.  Reason #1: Program materials should not leave the classroom since they might be damaged, lost, or forgotten the next day.  Reason #2: This course should not place an additional reading burden on the student.  It should not be in competition with the student’s regular English class, which already requires that reading be done outside of school.

