English 9 – Course Overview



         


Mrs. Rittendale 

English 9 is the first course in a three year sequence leading up to the New York State Comprehensive Examination (Regents) in English.  This course will focus on all four NYS Learning Standards:

#1 – Students will read, write, listen and speak (the language arts) for information and understanding.

#2 – Students will use the language arts for literary response and expression.

#3 – Students will use the language arts for critical analysis and evaluation.

#4 – Students will use the language arts for social interaction.

MAJOR UNITS OF STUDY:

* Fiction – The Short Story and the Novel

* Nonfiction

* Poetry





* Drama

* Mythology and The Epic



* Science Fiction and Fantasy

MATERIALS USED:

Glencoe Literature: The Reader’s Choice, Course 4 (textbook—short stories, poems, essays, etc.)

Glencoe Vocabulary Power, Course 4

Writer’s Inc. (classroom resource for grammar, style and usage)

Major works such as:
Nothing but the Truth (Avi) 

Clash of the Titans (film)

To Kill a Mockingbird (Lee) 

West Side Story (Shulman)




Myths and Folklore (Christ)

Speak (Anderson)




The Miracle Worker (Gibson)

Nectar in a Sieve (Markandaya)




The Chocolate War (Cormier)
O Brother, Where Art Thou? (film)



The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet (Shakespeare)

STUDENT RESPONSIBILITIES:

1. Be respectful and courteous.

2. Attend class daily. (Absences interfere with learning and have a negative affect on grades.)

3.   Be prompt.  (Those routinely late will receive detention.)

4.   Be prepared.  (Bring binder, pen and textbook/novel everyday.)

5.   Complete homework daily. (Assignments should be neat, free of spelling errors, and on time.)  

6.   Maintain a neat and organized notebook.

7.   Participate in class discussions.

8.   Attend extra help sessions, if necessary. (These can be held during study hall, lunch, or after school.)

9. Call a classmate, and try to keep up with class assignments whenever absent.

FINAL COURSE GRADE IS BASED ON:

Quarter Grades (from tests, quizzes, homework, projects and participation)

80%

Midterm and Final Exam Grades






20%


