Parent Teacher Organization

George Grant Mason School

George F. Baker High School
Dear Parents:

In preparation for the 2007–2008 school year; we would like to bring our school community up-to-date on the formation of the new Parent Teacher Organization (PTO), its associated goals, and activities planned for the coming months. 

The mission of the PTO is:  

· To promote the welfare of children and youth in home, school and community. 

· To strengthen the relationship of home and school so that parents and teachers may work cooperatively in the education process. 

· To enhance the educational facilities and opportunities for the students of the Tuxedo School District which are not otherwise provided for in the school budget. 

The PTO will continue to provide activities that our students have come to expect and enjoy (thanks to the efforts of the past PTA officers, members and volunteers) as well as add new programs.  In addition, we hope to foster a strong community spirit, and provide support to students and people in our surrounding community who may be in need.

Our fundraising efforts for 2007/2008, entitled “Come Out and Play,” will focus on the improvement of Circle Field to provide a safe and age appropriate recreation area for all of our students.  

Proposed enhancements to the field will include:

· Replacement of the old playground equipment with updated, safety engineered, creative structures.

· Creation of a covered pavilion area with picnic tables for use during outdoor free time. We believe this would be particularity attractive to our High School Students who have grown beyond using the playground equipment.

· Improvement of the overall “curb appeal” of the field.

We need your help!  Please become a member of the PTO and volunteer your time to assist with one of our events.  Your membership, support and volunteer service will be put to good effect and greatly appreciated! 

“Thirty years of research confirms that family involvement is a powerful influence on children's achievement in school (Eagle, 1989; Henderson & Berla, 1994; U.S. Department of Education, 1994; Ziegler, 1987). 

When families are involved in their children's education, children earn higher grades and receive higher scores on tests, attend school more regularly, complete more homework, demonstrate more positive attitudes and behaviors, graduate from high school at higher rates, and are more likely to enroll in higher education than students with less involved families. For these reasons, increasing family involvement in the education of their children is an important goal for schools…” www.ed.gov
As a group, our commitment to our school and community starts with the commitment to our children.  We believe the success in their development will be rooted in the combined efforts of us all. 

Sincerely,

Nancy Bewlay, Rachel DiPaolo, Theresa Ruscillo, Jennifer Jones, 

Donna Posta, Venka Lusk, Caroline Antonelli, Jill Siegel  
2007/2008 PTO Officers 

Encl: 
PTO calendar


Membership Form


Volunteer Form
